FOOD SAFETY REGULATIONS IN

CHAMPAIGN COUNTY

Food safety is a layered system built on collaboration—federal, state, and local regulations
working together to keep our food safe. Understanding how these regulations work helps
food operators stay compliant and protect public health.

THE THREE PILLARS OF FOOD
SAFETY REGULATION

FDA FOOD CODE - THE NATIONAL MODEL

e Developed by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) to promote best practices in food safety.

e It is not a law, but a model that states and local
agencies can adopt or adapt.

e Offers comprehensive guidance for food handling in
retail and food service settings.

e The most recent version is the 2022 FDA Food Code.

ILLINOIS STATE FOOD CODE

e Based on the FDA Food Code with state-specific
modifications.

e Enforced by the Illinois Department of Public Health
(IDPH).

e Sets minimum food safety standards across Illinois.

e Local health departments carry out inspections and
enforcement in their jurisdictions.

LOCAL ORDINANCES

e Local health departments (like CUPHD and the
Champaign County Public Health Department) can
adopt ordinances that go beyond state or federal
codes.

e These may address local concerns like specific prep
practices, food truck rules, or waste disposal.

e Find local codes here: c-uphd.org/food-codes-and-
ordinances.html

Need help or have questions?
Contact CUPHD’s Environmental
Health Division
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HOW THESE LEVELS WORK
TOGETHER

1.

FDA FOOD CODE AS A MODEL
Forms the foundation of most food safety rules
nationwide.

. STATE IMPLEMENTATION

Illinois adopts the FDA model, tailoring it to local
conditions and adding state-level rules.

. LOCAL ENFORCEMENT

Local health departments inspect and regulate food
facilities based on state law and local ordinances.

. STRICTER LOCAL RULES

Localities can create more specific or strict rules than
the state, as long as they meet or exceed the FDA’s
baseline.

. COLLABORATION IS KEY

State and local health departments work together—
and with federal agencies like the FDA and USDA—to
keep food safe across the supply chain.
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